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Joint Statement

Adopted
at the 13th interim meeting of the Asian Shipowners’ Forum (ASF)

Ship Recycling Committee (SRC)

The 13th Interim Meeting of the ASF Ship Recycling Committee was held in Hong
Kong on 29 March 2010. The meeting was attended by thirteen delegates from the
ASF member associations of China, Chinese Taipei, Indonesia, Vietham, Hong Kong,

and Japan. The attendance list is attached.

The Committee was hosted by the National Association of Chinese Shipowners
(NACS) and chaired by Mr. Bronson Hsieh, who succeeded Mr. Arnold Wang as the
Chairman of the ASF SRC and the Chairman of the NACS in October 2009.

The delegates expressed their appreciation to the Hong Kong Shipowners

Association (HKSOA) for arranging this meeting in Hong Kong.

1. The SRC noted that the Diplomatic Conference took place in May 2009 in Hong
Kong and adopted the “Hong Kong International Convention for the Safe and
Environmentally Sound Recycling of Ships, 2009”. The Committee supports the
Convention and urges IMO Member States to ratify it as soon as possible in order
to achieve the safe and environmentally sound recycling of ships.

In this respect, the SRC welcomed that France became the first country to sign

the Convention in November 2009 and that the Indian government announced
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that the related domestic regulations would soon be submitted to the Cabinet for
ratification.

The Committee also noted that, in July 2009, the IMO 59th Marine Environment
Protection Committee (MEPC59) approved the text of the “Guidelines for the
Development of the Inventory of Hazardous Materials”.

The SRC urges IMO to develop other Guidelines as early as possible for the

smooth implementation of the Convention in future.

Since it would appear that the Convention may enter into force within a couple of
years, the SRC recognized the great importance of the early development of the
Inventory of Hazardous Materials especially for existing vessels. Shipowners
were specifically warned that it is their statutory obligations to produce the
Inventory list of their vessels within 5 years of the entry into force of the
Convention.

The Committee, at the same time, confirmed that the preparation of the Inventory
would need the full-scale involvement of governments, classification societies,
shipbuilders and ship equipment manufacturers who have special knowledge of
the construction of and equipment fitted to ships due to lack of adequate

resources and expertise of shipowners to prepare the Inventory.

The SRC noted that the “Guidelines on Transitional Measures for Shipowners
Selling Ships for Recycling” was issued in October 2009 by the Industry Working
Group on Ship Recycling, which is coordinated by the International Chamber of
Shipping (ICS). The Guidelines are aimed at enabling the shipping industry to
minimise potential problems before the new Convention enters into force and to
help ensure that redundant tonnage is disposed of safely. The Committee
recognized that the Guidelines are helpful for the disposal of obsolete and

less-efficient ships for recycling in compliance with the Convention.

The SRC welcome and accepted the FASA-VSA proposal to host the 14th Interim

Meeting in Hanoi.



5. Finally, it was confirmed that Asian shipowners, as the major players in the world

shipping industry, will continue to discuss the ways in which shipowners can

promote safer and more environmentally sound ship recycling.



